CODE OF ORDINANCES
City of  WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA
ARTICLE I

Sec. 46-1.  Penalty.

The following shall be deemed to be expressly incorporated by reference within each section of this chapter: A violation of this section, or any part thereof, shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall subject the offender to a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 30 days.

(Code 1975, § 14-4)


Sec. 46-2.  County noise ordinance adopted.

The county noise ordinance, entitled "Loud and disturbing noise," and subsequent amendments thereto are incorporated in this chapter by reference and shall be applicable within the corporate limits of the 

city with the exceptions as set forth in this chapter. Copies of the ordinance are on file and available in the county clerk's office.

(Code 1975, § 14-1; Ord. No. 4315, § 1, 1-19-99)

Sec. 15-1. Loud and disturbing noise.

(a)   Subject to the provisions of this section, the creation of any unreasonably loud and disturbing noise in the county is prohibited. Noise of such character, intensity and duration as to be detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of any individual is prohibited.

(b)   The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud and disturbing noises in violation of this section, but such enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive:

(1)   The use of any loud, boisterous or raucous language or shouting so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of any reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities in the vicinity.

(2)   The sounding of any horn or signal device on any automobile, motorcycle, bus or other vehicle while not in motion, except as a danger signal if another vehicle is approaching apparently out of control, or if in motion only as a danger signal; the creation by means of any such signal device of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; and the sounding of such device for an unreasonable period of time.

(3)   The playing of any radio, phonograph, musical instrument, or sound production or amplifying equipment in such manner or with such volume, particularly during hours between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of any reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence in the vicinity.

(4)   The keeping of any animal which, by causing frequent or long continued noise, shall disturb the comfort and repose of any reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities in the vicinity.

(5)   The use of any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle so out of repair, so loaded or in such manner as to create loud grating, grinding, rattling or other noise.

(c)   Noise limit. No person shall cause, allow or permit the operating or playing of any radio, tape player or similar device that reproduces or amplifies sound in such a manner as to create noise at one-hundred (100) feet from the device or vehicle containing that device when the device or vehicle is being operated in or on a public right-of-way or public space.

(Ord. of 11-20-72, § 1; Ord. No. 15-91, §§ 1--3, 11-11-91; Ord. No. 2-96, §§ 1--3, 8-12-96; Ord. No. 3-99, § 1, 4-26-99)

State law references:  Authority to regulate, restrict or prohibit noise, G.S. § 153A-133. 

